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Visit of Tsunezc V/ACHI to I wo Jima 



r In the despatches under reference this Kission advised the Department of the 1 
great concern felt within Japan for the consolation and repatriation of Japanese 
war dead in the Pacific Islands and also described at some lervth the character and 
potentials the individual currently most active in exploiting that concern. 

Since the date of those despatches, Tsuaezo TACHI has made his projected trip to 
I wo Jima and has achieved considerable publicity on that account. By inviting one 
representative of the Japanese press to accompany him on his journey and thereby 
posing the possibility of a press scoop, tfachi stirred up the conpetitive spirit 
among other Japanese newspapermen and precipitated a rather dramatic news race 
which involved the chartering of a special aircraft to fly representatives of the 
three principal Japanese newspapers to Iwo Jima. is a result of these circum- 
stances, Japanese newspaper readers throughout the country have been treated to 
glaring headlines, sentimental stories and gruesome pictures about Iwo Jima end 
the substance of 'mcbi's trip. 



The newsmen who made the airplane dash to the Island and return were among 
the better known by-line writers of the Japanese press. Their stories therefore 
were well written end designed to entice reader reaction. On the whole, they were 
restrained snd played mostly upon the sentimental aspect of heroes who died in 
vain. The headlines, however, tended toward the sensational with such captions as 
"Iwo Jima - Island of Skeletons*, and the pictures were inclined to emphasize skulls 
and bleached bones. These pictures were taken in caves and excavations on the is- 
land, but coupled with the headlines they indicated to the casual reader that the 
island was a shamble of unburied bones and untended accidental graves. This im- 
plic'tion drew a quick reaction from Pearl Harbor, where Commander L.G. Findley, 
Island Governor Officer on dmiral Radford's staff, advised the press that all 
Japanese remains which had been discovered on the island had been properly buried 
and documented. Nevertheless, this statement and the restrained wording of the 
actual press stories probably made little Impression on the overage reader who 
glanced only at the headlines and saw the pictures. A survey of reader reactions 
is contained in Enclosure No. 1 to this despatch. 

In consequence of these developments, this Misrion in its capacity as the 
Diplomatic Section of' General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the Allied 
Powers, has once again initiated action to instigate e coordinated approach to 
thia problem by United States and Japanese officials. The SCAP General Head- . 

quarters will undertake to make proposals on the general subject to the Department I 
of Defense and it is assumed that tne latter v/ill consult with the Department i 
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of State. Firilorly, political nnd emotional reaction among tho Japanese public 
ha 3 stirred the Japanese Government to hasten its plans for the funeral consola- 
tion *nd repatria tion of wr deed. 



In tho meantime, V.’rchi ha a achieved national prordnence. He has coen pic- 
tured in his priestly robes carrying a statuette of Kwenon, the Goddess of .orcy, 
in ell principal Japanese newspapers. Photographs of hin cord oting services 
for tho v.er dead and quotations from hin have appeared throughout tho country. 
There is little doubt that he will continue to eyploit this prominence effec- 
tively upon his roturn to Japan. 



The . ominence has not, honever, been an unndti gated hlesPiny. "hilc inter- 
est in a chi md his hhltc Lo tun Society was »t its peak, a scandal concerning 
his nano broke in the Jr.prneso press. The Depart no nt nill recoil from despatch 
no, 10?*' that ’ ochi and hlc Society have been actively ongnged in a used cloth- 
ing hurl ness of quertionoblc integrity, and that in hie move to poner vrithin 
the Tihito Lotus Society, cchi over-rode the original prerid ent, i> mimosa 
0 MIS HI , and took over distribution of used clothing which the latter had cccunu- 
lnted in the United ftote.«\> 



Is e result of this deni, the president of a local cooperative asf’ociotion 
in Yokohama has brought suit for fraud against the Kite Lotus Society in tho 
Tokyo Regional Procurators Office. In the suit tho plaintiff has nor.ed Onishi 
and two other lay centers of the Society. However, in statements to the press, 
the plaintiff and his attorney have directly inplica tod . ochi. A translation of 
a news item appearing in tho a ini chi on February 3, 195? ir: enclosed with this 
despatch (Enclosure Uo. 2). The Tokyo Metropolitan Government is apparently 
also very much interested in the used clothing deals. An prticle fro*T the Nippon 
Timor, of February 7, 1952 is also enclosed (Enclosure Ko# 3). 



1 achi, who travelled to I*.;o Jinn on an LST loading scrap iron, has had to 

renain upon the inland while the ship is loaded nnd hss net, at the date of this 

despatch, rotumed to Japan. It is likely that ho is not yet aware of tho 

charger against him and his organization, and it '.Till be interesting to observe 
the r.annor in rkich he will dispose of them. 



For the r oliticsl Advisor: 



3 Enclosures; 

1. Copy ne’ s it©:. -Mo .:i :• a r ~od 
Articles *tir Up Anti-vcr .‘e:iti.:orjtn T ’ . 

2. Translation of item c-Mei 

February 3* 1952. 

3. Copy of iiopon Timor it . . dated 
Fobrunry 7, 1952. 
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.lie prominence given recently by the Japanese prors to the Jopnneno expedi- 
tion to I /jo Jime, stirred up anew antiwar feelines among f C per corrt of the 62 
newspaper readers surveyed by the Japan Newspaper Publishers snd Jaitors :.rsoci- 
ation. 

The survey uns taken on the evening of Jan. 31 * hort mming papers gnve big 
front page opaco to I tjo Jix.a atorica and pictures. One picture rlir.vod a human 
skull lying in n cave. 

T U4 rty of the 41 non intervie cd said they felt ''i'* r *u-t'v? \ 5 th .or after 
read!., the articles recalling the tragic battle ctrgec 9 or the island during 
tho lest war. 

Likewise, 18 of the 21 women in the survey felt 'irilsr dirguat. 

Of the rest, six iaen and three :o:ien said they still felt V~rt '.or i3 inevi- 
table, despite the tragic onrccuc cec depicted in the Ir:o Jira stcrier. Two 
rejoining nen said they did -“iot hove any definite opinion on mx. 

Of the 41 in the survey, 15 had e::perienced service ..ith tho military 

forces qs soldiers or civilian employes. 

All the 62 persons surveyed were tenants of "otropolitan Govern. ent-oper- 
eted apartments, representing c voriety of professions. 

The survey or id that 25 non or 61 per cent rad 19 woman (out cf the 21) 
said thoy were deeply moved by the Ino Jina stories. 

Of the remainder, nine nen or 22 per cent and r o: an arid thoy considered 
the prticler and picturea we re in "bad teste 

Peven non and a .Toroan said they did not experience ony particular f aling. 

Seuplos of their roactions were; P I felt sorry for tho war doad or their 
families!" n I pity then as victims of the military clique." "The pictures of 
skulls brought tears to my eyes." (especially women). 

Criticizing the neronaperp* .-ay of handling the no:.? were cwch opinions as 
"the srticles were exaggerated to eppaol to public sentiments" (by a l r -year-old 
girl student) . 

Or# person said, n Tho articles nay servo i?r ?. br~ >e on tho trend torn res 
rearmoEont." 

meanwhile ro;«e 20 persons gethcred in do ntc-.n i o::yo o ':V to discuss tho 
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bringing beck of the remains of Japanese aer deed overseas. 

A-ong them uere Tie sa sued Ando, adviser to the Japan Religious Federation, 
end Tadatsugu fhinazu, president of the Japan Red Cross. 
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Enr 'e No. to Despatch Ho. 
H>^ i.om Tokyo, February 8, 



1952. 



(Translation) 1 

r'lAINICHI PRESS, 12TH EDITION, ) FEBRUARY 1952 | 

liYAKLT H-fHA (The 'Vhite Lotus ^ciety) SUED FOR mUD 

?,300,0C0 YEN FOR USED CLOTHS* te«mLS>? 

OKA' A Sadayochi, Preside* of the Roge Cooperative Association, 1*153 Hoge- 
nochi, Nak-ku, YokohsFia-shi, ^^reaented by attorney IIA. c m .710 Yotoku of 2-326 
Honnoku-cho, !<’okc-ku, Yokoha^'&fci, brought a suit for frrud bcforo the Tokyo 
regional Procurator's Office ^folnat: ONISHI Ka uaase, President of the Dyakuren- 

sbo, a religious corporation the Nishi Hongrmnjl, 2-1 Tsukiji, Chuo->u, Tofcyo- 
to; FUXUSHL.iA ;.>samori (fors^V A sain erdmaster), Deportr.ont Chief of the *rid 
organization, 142 Kogai-eho, 4,s*bu, inato-ku, Tokyo -to; and FtP.U.3 nolgoku. 
Provident of tho rhushin-kai, ftl9 V;adr»oto-cho, Suginaxi-ku Tokyo-to. 

According to the ruit, tH* 3 accused, in collusion receiver] from OKA the 
sue of 2,300,000 yon on 18 J I95I, statin;- that they o:<pectcd import of 
large amount of used clothes/ The goods not being delivered, OK*'-” A rco_uortod 
return of the nonoy, but tho 3 failed to do so. 

Attorney HASHI.Dft s 

. : ince it is raid that Tsunezo, non on I wo Jina for religious service 

for the war deceased, holds actual power in the lynkuren-shs , X believe it 
proper that the responsibility lies with >. I'ACHI. 

FIjKUSIIT'A .‘jasamori: 

In January last year, 1 j^diated in the usod clothing cicrl beer use the 
I ypkuren-shp v.cr in need of -Jltfs for Jtr entorpriren end for t-e travel of 
Onril to the L.5. Ho. ever, *k\en the good*' arrived, tC}'.* dippored of thera. 
Oiur.hl payed beck part of tb* ^dvnnce-pcy, 7CC,(V0 yen, to OK?.'. A in June. 

0NISH1 came out tho loser in the Strug le for power against AC HI* 
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Former navy c?ptsin Irunero echi who ir. nor on Tto J:V.a r conrcling the 
ooul3 rt of the Jppsnese v;nr deed there cropped up in the ner.-?? rgsin on cdneadaj- 
this tine in connection r/ith a care involving fmvd end misappropriation of 
fundr. 



The cp re according to the Voniuri, involves hyrJ-uronrha , a Buddhist charity 
organization operated, among otherr, Ly the fomer cov.rndcr of the Jeprnor-e 
garrisons on I wo Jica rho res converted into priesthood after the mr. 

The fynirurenrha, according to the Y' rduri, in Cp t to;.ber, l r '*5C, sponsored 
thf' rn lo of large turntitS a of inport od usoa clothing but railed to make good 
itr ; .rouice to donate 3,000 ,';CC to the Tokyo . etropolitr n Government. The 
.' etr' “r Titan Goveracent had authorized dut}-ffr<'o inpert of 3C0 tons of old 
clowj valued at ¥?,OCO,000 on condition that out of the >6 ,000,0^0 net pro- 
fit c;_ . uted to accruo from the transaction, the . yn-nircaaha .ould uro 
¥2,OCO,OOC for cntrhlishing it:; head uartors building, -1,000,000 for helping 
Buddhist '•tudents end denrto the ronninder to the Tolyo Government for use as 
funds for building a school for physically handicapped children. 

On the ngth of the promise, tho Tokyo Govern ^nt launched tho con- 
struction r joct but the 5yakurensha he a so far contributed only -700,000. 

Tho sch uilding projoct was suspended after the completion of only two 

clasrroo-^. 



Enraged, the i.etropcliten Govern: jont launched invartigrtions but it ~ns 
too late ns the byakuronsha had roved its heac/iuprters to irikko in Tochigi 
Prefecture in an attempt, so the etropollten officirlr nwpect, to evade an 
inve'tigotion. Tho Tokyo Govcrnent has deep cio;;s rs to how tho remainder 
of tho r.onor — -k, 300,000 — bar been disposed of. 

Another rr. afi cation of the alleged scandal concerns a Yokohama clothier, 
who on Jan. 18, last year, bond d '-3,000,000 to the hyekurenrha an advnnco pay- 
ment for a part of tho imported clothing, i.’ot r single itc.'. has been forwarded 
to the clothes shop proprietor ro far. Kcr has the lucdhir.t organization re- 
turned a yon of the advance payment. 

Tho Nippon Ti;.ee ednerdr;. Termed from the Tokyo District Procurators 
Office that a complaint /sizvrxrn Onishi, Corner herd of the Byekuren- 

sha, and tr;o other per rone concerned had been fXed vdtfc the o flee by the 
aggrieved clothier. 

Of the ¥3,000,C0C, Oniahl is said to havo pockotod VI, 700,000, and tho 
Rev. 7/achi ¥700,000. Tho rest ic said to hevo been cliatributed to t’?o porronr 
who offered pood offices for the deal. Tho fev. nchi is said to have returned 
the money, however. 
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Pag*. . of Enclosure No. 3 
to Despatch Bo. 1133 free 
ToJgno, February 8, 1952. 



Meanwhile, the Byakurenah* organization haa been split in two groups, 
one heeded by its original head, Mr. Oniohi end the other managed by a board 



of governors Including the Her. tiachl. 







